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T. Murray Wilson
Executive Chairman

Murray Wilson has been Chairman 
of the Board since May 1, 2006, and 
Executive Chairman since August 14, 
2006. During his 25-year investment 
banking career, Mr. Wilson has led 
numerous strategic and financing 
assignments for energy, mining, utilities 
and technology companies. He has also 
been a key advisor to a number of oil 
sands companies during their formative 
years. Prior to founding Stanway Capital 
in 2001, Mr. Wilson was the global 
head of oil and gas for TD Securities 
Inc. in Calgary and Vice Chairman of 
TD Securities International in London, 
U.K. Prior to that, he had a 17-year 
career with RBC Dominion Securities 
/ Royal Bank of Canada, focused on 
mergers and acquisitions, equity and 
debt capital markets, and project finance 
in both Calgary and London. Prior to his 
investment banking career, Mr. Wilson 
was active on the technical side of the 
energy industry. He holds a Masters 
Degree in Business from the Sloan 
School, MIT, a Masters in Engineering 
from the University of Manitoba and 
a BSc in Chemical Engineering from 
Queen's University.

Christopher H. Hopkins, BSc, MBA
President & Chief Executive Officer

Christopher Hopkins has served as 
President, Chief Executive Officer and 
a director since August 14, 2006, and 
President, Chief Executive Officer and 
a director of Oilsands Quest Sask Inc., 
a subsidiary of the Company, since 
November 10, 2004. From October 
1999 to September 2004, Mr. Hopkins 
was a founder and the Executive Vice 

President of Synenco Energy Inc. Mr. 
Hopkins was also a director of Synenco 
from October 1999 to August 2003. He 
was directly responsible for Synenco’s 
exploration operations resulting in the 
identification of over two billion barrels 
of bitumen. Mr. Hopkins’ 30 years of 
Canadian and international energy and 
mining experience includes executive 
positions in corporate planning and 
business development with Suncor’s 
Oil Sands Group, Pembina Corporation 
and Amoco Canada. He also has 
specialized management experience in 
environmental control and regulatory 
affairs in the resource industry. He 
received an MBA in 1980 from Queen's 
University.

Karim Hirji, BComm, CA
Chief Financial Officer

Karim Hirji has been Chief Financial 
Officer of the Company since August 
14, 2006, and Chief Financial Officer 
of Oilsands Quest Sask Inc., since 
November 10, 2004. From November 
2001 to June 2004, Mr. Hirji was the 
Vice President, Finance and Chief 
Financial Officer of Synenco Energy Inc. 
Prior to joining Synenco, he was Vice 
President, Finance and Chief Financial 
Officer of Anadime Corporation, a public 
oilfield services company, and, before 
that, Manager of Financial Reporting 
at Enbridge Inc. His background also 
includes five years with AGRA Inc., a 
major, public Canadian engineering 
company, in senior financial positions 
including Corporate Controller. He has 
significant treasury, project management 
and corporate finance skills. Mr. Hirji 
received his BComm from the University 
of Calgary and CA while articling with 
Deloitte & Touche LLP.

Erdal Yildirim, D Eng Sc
Executive Vice President,  
Project Development

Erdal Yildirim has been Executive 
Vice President, Project Development 
since October 2, 2006. In 2008, he 
was appointed President of Oilsands 
Quest Technology Inc., a wholly-owned 
subsidiary. From 1999 to December 
2005, he was Senior Vice President, 
Engineering and Technology of Synenco 
Energy Inc. Dr. Yildirim received his 
Doctor of Engineering Science degree 
from the School of Engineering & 
Applied Science of Columbia University 
in New York City. He joined Cities Service 
Company in 1972 and was assigned to 
the Syncrude Project in 1974. Since then, 
he has been associated with numerous 
industry-leading oil sands projects. He 
was also a founder and Chairman of the 
Alberta Chamber Resources Oil Sands 
Task Force and the National Task Force 
on Oil Sands Strategies. Dr. Yildirim is 
General Manager of Canadian Oil Sands 
Network for Research Development 
(CONRAD), a non-profit organization 
dedicated to fostering collaborative 
research and development within the 
oil sands industry. He holds more than a 
dozen patents on oil sands technologies.

Errin Kimball
Vice President, Exploration

Errin Kimball has been Vice President, 
Exploration of the Company since 
August 14, 2006, and Vice President, 
Exploration of Oilsands Quest Sask 
Inc. since July 2005.  From January 
2002 until June 2005, he was Chief 
Geologist at Synenco; he was also a 
geological consultant to Synenco from 
when it was formed in 1999 until he 
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assumed his staff position in 2002. 
His career has been balanced with 
successful exploration for various mineral 
exploration companies along with the 
stewardship of working with the Alberta 
Geological Survey (Alberta Energy and 
Utilities Board) as an Aggregate and 
Industrial Minerals Geologist.

Claes T.S. Palmgren, P. Eng.
Vice President, Reservoir Engineering

Prior to joining Oilsands Quest Inc. in 
February 2008, Claes Palmgren was 
Manager, Reservoir Process Technology 
at StatoilHydro Canada Ltd. (formerly 
North American Oil Sands Corporation) 
which he joined in 2006. At StatoilHydro 
Canada, Dr. Palmgren was responsible 
for reservoir process technology. From 
2000 to 2006, Dr. Palmgren was with 
Petro-Canada, where he had key roles 
in Gas Over Bitumen hearings, the 
commercialization and start-up of 
the Mackay River SAGD project and 
Southern Gas Foothills Development and 
Exploration. From 2005 onward, he led 
the Joint Venture VAPEX Pilot operated 
by Petro-Canada at its Dover site. His 
background also includes reservoir 
engineering positions at CS Resources 
(later PanCanadian Resources) working 
the SAGD Pilot in Senlac, Saskatchewan 
and developing a field pilot program of a 
thermal solvent in-situ bitumen recovery 
process. His career in applied research, 
technology pilot program development 
and field applications of in-situ heavy 
oil and bitumen recovery technologies 
spans more than 20 years.

Paul K. O’Donoghue, MBA
Vice President, Investor Relations & 
Corporate Planning

Prior to joining Oilsands Quest Inc. in 
March 2008, Paul O’Donoghue was 
Vice President, Corporate & Strategic 
Development (and Corporate Secretary) 
of Trident Resources Corp. and Trident 
Exploration Corp., where he was a key 
member of senior management from 
Trident’s inception in 2001. At Trident, 
Mr. O’Donoghue led a team that had 
overall responsibility for all corporate 
development matters, including 

financings, acquisitions/divestures, 
investor relations, risk management, 
marketing and legal affairs. During his 
time at Trident, production grew from 
zero at start-up to over 16,000 barrels of 
oil equivalent per day.

Prior to joining Trident, Mr. O’Donoghue 
held progressively senior positions in oil, 
gas and power businesses in Canada 
with Alberta Energy Company, Natural 
Gas Clearinghouse and PrimeWest 
Energy. At these firms, he concentrated 
on corporate finance, risk management 
and marketing.

Mr. O’Donoghue holds an MBA in 
Finance from the Rotman School of 
Business, University of Toronto (1990), 
and a BSc in Economics from Oklahoma 
City University (1984). He lives in 
Calgary, Alberta.

Leigh Peters
Director of Legal

Leigh Peters joined Oilsands Quest in 
August 2007, bringing seven years 
of securities and corporate legal 
experience to the newly-created 
position of in-house legal counsel. Prior 
to joining the company, Ms. Peters 
was an associate with Blake, Cassels 
& Graydon LLP in Calgary, where 
she was a member of the Corporate 
Commercial and Energy groups and 
acted for U.S. and Canadian clients on 
mergers, acquisitions and divestitures. 
Ms. Peters also managed large teams 
of lawyers from numerous firms on 
complex international transactions with 
values over $1 billion. Before then, she 
was an associate and a member of the 
Energy, Banking and Project Finance 
Practice groups with Macleod Dixon 
LLP in Calgary. Since 2004, Ms. Peters 
has been an instructor of law topics of 
interest to the Canadian Association 
of Petroleum Landmen and the 
Canadian Association of Petroleum Land 
Administrators. Ms. Peters received her 
Bachelor of Laws from the University of 
Alberta in 2002 and was called to the 
Alberta Bar in July 2003.

Investor Relations
General shareholder inquiries and retail 
investors, contact:

Hedlin Lauder Investor Relations Ltd.
Toll Free	1-800-299-7823
Office	 403-232-6251
Email	 irinfo@hedlinlauder.com

Institutional investors, contact:

BarnesMcInerney Inc.
Toll Free	1-866-794-7288
Office	 416-371-0510
Email	 oilsands@barnesmcinerney.com

Oilsands Quest Inc.
Corporate Office
800, 326 - 11th Avenue S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada  T2R 0C5
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